JLp/05/05 12:54 FAX 2149783096 



baker Mckenzie 



121003/009 



Serial No. 10/678,496 
Attorney Docket No. 32162256-2392 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Below is the entire set of pending claims pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1 .121(c)(3)(i), with any 
mark-ups showing the changes made by the present Amendment 

1 . (Pre sently amended) A popcorn maker comprising: 
a heating chamber, wherein the heating chamber comprises, 

a vessel, and 

a self-regulating heating unit coupled to the vessel, wherein the self-regulating 
heating unit is configured to provide a regulated heat to the vessel; and 
a rotary table l oading system coupled to the heating chambe r, the rotary table loading 
system comprising: 

a foundation unit 

at least one handle unit coupled to the foundation unit 
a rotary table operablv coupled to the handle unit, 

a cabinet coupled to the foundation unit and covering the rotary table, and 
a nre-heating storage unit coupled to the cabinet w herein the cabinet 
includes an outlet 

2. (Original) A popcorn maker according to claim l s wherein the self-regulating 
heating unit is a positive temperature coefficient heating unit. 

3. (Original) A popcorn maker according to claim 1 , wherein the self-regulating 
heating unit includes a positive temperature coefficient thermistor. 
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4. (Original) A popcorn maker according to claim 1, wherein the vessel is made with 
a thermal conductive material selected from the group consisting of aluminum, aluminum alloy, 
copper, copper alloy, iron, and stainless steel. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Presently amended) A popcorn maker according to claim 12, further comprising: 
an upper cabinet, wherein the upper cabinet includes the heating chamber; 

a lower cabinet, coupled to the upper cabinet; 

an outer case, wherein the outer case includes the upper cabinet and the lower cabinet; 
and 

a base, coupled to the outer case. 
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14. (Presently amended) A popcorn maker according to claim 13, wherein the pre- 
heating storage unit comprises: 

a cup, wherein the cup has a first open end and a second open end; 

a lid covering the first open end of the cup; 

a cap covering the second open end of the cup; 

a shaft, wherein a first end of the shaft is coupled to the cap; 

a knob coupled to a second end of the shaft, wherein the shaft traverses through the lid; 
a spring partially enclosing the shaft above the lid; and 
a tube enclosing the spring. 

15. (Presently amended) A popcorn maker according to claim 13, wherein the rotary 
table comprises: 

an annulus having an inclined surface descending from its center with at least one slot; 

at least one rib coupled to the annulus; and 

a set of toothed wheels at the lower end of the rotary table. 

1 6. (Presently amended) A popcorn maker according to claim IS, wherein the at least 
one handle unit comprises: 

a handle frame; 

at least one protrusion on an outer side of the handle frame; 
at least one protrusion on an inner side of the handle frame; 

a knob coupled lo the at least one protrusion on the outer side of the handle frame; 
a sound plate coupled to the inner side of the handle frame; and 
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at least one gear operably coupled to the at least one protrusion on the inner side of the 
handle frame. 

1 7. (Presently amended) A popcorn maker according to claim 12, wherein the outlet 
comprises a swinging door coupled to the cabinet via a hinge. 

1 8. (Presently amended) A method for making popcorn comprising: 

InadiTig kernel s of corn into a heating chamber of a popcorn maker using a rotary table 
loading system coupled to the heating chamber, the rotary table l oading system 
comprising: 

a foundation unit. 

at least one handle unit coupled to the foundation unit 
a rotary table onerablv coupled to the handle unit. 

a cabinet coupled to the four tHflfinn uni t and covering the rotary table, and 
a pre-heating storage unit coupled to the cabinet, wherein the cabinet 
includes an outlet: 

heating the kernels of corn to a regulated temperature in a4he heating chamber e£a 

popcorn mak e r using a self-regulating heating unit; 
maintaining the regulated temperature in the heating chamber; 
popping the kernels of corn in the heating chamber; and 
removing popped kernels of corn from the heating chamber. 

1 9. (Original) A method according to claim 1 8, wherein the self-regulating heating 
unit is a positive temperature coefficient heating unit. 
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20, (Previously presented) A method according to claim 1 8, wherein the self- 
regulating heating unit includes a positive temperature coefficient thermistor. 



2L (Canceled) 
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